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Schomburg Center Cooperman Library, Hunter College
Glen Oaks Branch Library Re-envisioning Branch Libraries
Connecting to Community    +    Aligning Needs
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Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture
New York Public Library, New York
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Multiple Scales of Teaching, Learning, and Working
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Section Perspective – 6th and 7th floors
Mathematics Center Education LibraryScience Center 
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Aligning (balancing) campus libraries with other 
pressing needs…
…student success centers
…collaborative working spaces
…maker spaces
…24hr work spaces, etc.
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Aligning (balancing) campus libraries with other pressing 
needs…
…student success centers
…collaborative working spaces
…maker spaces
…24hr work spaces, etc.
Becomes an opportunity to… 
…integrate multiple scales of learning 
…create new synergies 
…align the library to the ways students and faculty work
…expand the scope and range of learning environments 
for your community
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Glen Oaks Branch Library
Queens, New York
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SEARCH: 
a verb meaning to inquire, investigate, 
examine, or seek
a noun meaning the act of searching; careful 
examination or investigation
a noun referring to the act or process of 
electronically retrieving data or information
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Connecting to Community
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Re-envisioning Branch Libraries
New York City, New York
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DATA /  CI TY USERS /  BUI L DI NGZONI NG /  NEI GHBORHOOD
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BRIGHTON BEACH BRANCH LIBRARY — BUILDING DEVELOPMENT
Stella
Max
Mira + Igor
Sergei
Neil
Residential
Commercial
Green Roof
Library
Commercial
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USER 1: STELLA
• 	65 years old
• 	Foreign-born
• 	HS Education
• 	Doesn’t want to 
retire
• 	Uses library to 
retool for a new job 
opportunity
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USER 2: MAX
• 	Teenager
• 	Lives in the 
neighborhood
• 	Uses computers 
and digital 
resources
• 	Meets peers at 
other nearby 
branches
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USERS 3 and 4: MIRA + IGOR
• 	Elderly Russian 
couple
• 	Don’t speak English 
at home
• 	Have grandchildren 
they would like to 
speak English with
• 	Take ESL classes at 
the library
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USER 5: SERGEI
• 	Mid-career
• 	40 years old
• 	Wants to become 
an entrepreneur
• 	Uses library to 
support online 
education
• 	Accesses 24-hour 
space for meetings 
after the library 
closes
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USER 6: NEIL
• 	Recent immigrant
• 	Local chef
• 	Lives in building
• 	Uses rooftop garden 
and offers healthy 
cooking classes 
to seniors in the 
community
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BRIGHTON BEACH BRANCH LIBRARY — MIXED USE CO-DEVELOPMENT
Residential
58 units
Green Roof
On-Site Parking
Commercial
27,000sf
Library
20,000sf
• 	EXPANDED LIBRARY
• 	AFFORDABLE HOUSING
• 	NEW COMMERCIAL SPACE
• 	DESIGNED FOR RESILIENCY
Re-Envisioning Branch Libraries - Marble Fairbanks with Office mg and James Lima Planning & Development  
© 2015 Marble Fairbanks 
Re-Envisioning Branch Libraries - Marble Fairbanks with Office mg and James Lima Planning & Development  
© 2015 Marble Fairbanks 
Re-Envisioning Branch Libraries - Marble Fairbanks with Office mg and James Lima Planning & Development  
© 2015 Marble Fairbanks 
Re-Envisioning Branch Libraries - Marble Fairbanks with Office mg and James Lima Planning & Development  
© 2015 Marble Fairbanks 
Aligning the Library with Other Pressing Needs
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